
PALM SUNDAY/SUNDAY OF THE PASSION—Palmarum

April 1st, 2012

The Sunday of the Palms.  Though Jesus was lauded and praised, there were others, maybe even

the same, who cried out for His death days later.  How like ourselves!  We wish to praise Him and

delight in His glory, yet we crucify Him again and again by our actions.  Today’s readings and

service start by remembering His triumphal entry to Jerusalem but quickly turn our attention to His

purpose in going there: to die for the sins of all mankind. 

To our guests and visitors: Welcome to Epiphany!  We pray that your time with us today will be a
blessing to you as you hear the Good News of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Please sign our guest book

on the wall in the entrance area of the church and join us for coffee after church in the board room.

We’re celebrating the Lord’s Supper today!  The Lord's Supper is a great blessing to
those who are prepared and worthy to receive it. (To help you prepare, see page 329 in the

hymnal).

     A person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in Jesus’ words: "Given and shed for

you for the forgiveness of sins" (referring to the body & blood of Christ in the bread & wine). For

as the Bible says, "anyone [who] eats and drinks without recognizing the body [and blood] of the

Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself".  Anyone not yet instructed, or in doubt, or who hold

a different confession than that of this congregation and Lutheran Church-Canada, and yet desire

to receive the Sacrament, are asked to first speak with the pastor before the service. 

Today our service follows the outline in the bulletin.  

Procession of Palms

 All stand and face the processional cross.

Choir: “Ride on King Jesus”

Processional Introit (Read responsively)

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!*

     We bless you from the house | of the LORD.

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,*

     that the King of glory | may come in.

Who is this King of | glory?*

     The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in | battle!

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,*

     that the King of glory | may come in.

Who is this King of | glory?*

     The LORD of hosts, he is the King of | glory!

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!*

     We bless you from the house | of the LORD.

Greeting
 P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.

 C Amen.

 P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

 C Hosanna to the Son of David.

Collect
 P Let us pray.

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your

dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King

and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow

Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 C Amen.

Palm Sunday Gospel: John 12:12-19
 P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.  

 C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 P The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out,

 C "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" 

 P And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

Left: "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" 

 P His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they

remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. The crowd that

had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued

to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this

sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, 

Right: "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 C Praise to You, O Christ.  

 P Let us go forth in peace,

 C in the name of the Lord.  



Hymn 443   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

1. Hosanna, loud hosanna, 3. "Hosanna in the highest!"

    The little children sang;     That ancient song we sing;

Through pillared court and temple For Christ is our Redeemer,

    The lovely anthem rang.     The Lord of heav'n our King.

To Jesus, who had blessed them, Oh, may we ever praise Him

    Close folded to His breast,     With heart and life and voice

The children sang their praises, And in His blissful presence

    The simplest and the best.     Eternally rejoice!
Text (sts. 1-3) and Music: Public domain

2. From Olivet they followed

    Mid an exultant crowd,

The victor palm branch waving

    And chanting clear and loud.

The Lord of earth and heaven

    Rode on in lowly state

Nor scorned that little children

    Should on His bidding wait.

 P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

 C Hosanna in the highest.

A time of silence is observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus' triumphal entry and His passion.

Confession & Absolution
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

 P But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us

from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:8-9

Kneel/Stand

 P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

 P Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

 P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

 C Amen.

Introit of the Passion (read responsively)    Ps. 22:1, 7-8, 11; antiphon: Ps. 22:19, 21

But you, O LORD, do not be | far off!*

     O you my help, come quickly | to my aid!

Save me from the mouth of the | lion!*

     You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen!

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*

     Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning?

All who see me | mock me;*

     they make mouths at me; they | wag their heads;

"He trusts in the LORD; let him de- | liver him;*

     let him rescue him, for he de- | lights in him!"

Be not far from me, for trouble | is near,*

     and there is | none to help.

But you, O LORD, do not be | far off!*

     O you my help, come quickly | to my aid!

Save me from the mouth of the | lion!*

     You have rescued me from the horns of the wild | oxen!

Collect
 P The Lord be with you.

 C And also with you.

 P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our

flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.  Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His

great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ,

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 C Amen.  

Old Testament Reading    Zechariah 9:9-12
        9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

        Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

      behold, your king is coming to you;



        righteous and having salvation is he,

      humble and mounted on a donkey,

        on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
        10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

        and the war horse from Jerusalem;

      and the battle bow shall be cut off,

        and he shall speak peace to the nations;

      his rule shall be from sea to sea,

        and from the River to the ends of the earth.
        11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,

        I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
        12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;

        today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Gradual (read responsively)     Ps. 73:23b-24, 1

You hold my | right hand.*

     You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to | glory.

Truly God is good to | Israel,*

     to those who are | pure in heart.

Epistle Reading  Philippians 2:5-11
5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of

God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form

of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him

and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to

the glory of God the Father.

Tract (read responsively)    Ps 22:1, 4-5

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*

     Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning?

In you our fathers | trusted;*

     they trusted, and you de- | livered them.

To you they cried and were | rescued;*

     in you they trusted and were not | put to shame.

Gospel Reading     Matthew 27:11-54

 P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 27th chapter.  

 C Glory to you, O Lord.

      
11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

Jesus said,  “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no

answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he

gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

      15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they

wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate

said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For

he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the

judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered

much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to

ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want

me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus

who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he

done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

      24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water

and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”
25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them

Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

      27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the

whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together

a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they

mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him

on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on

him and led him away to crucify him.

      32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry

his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered

him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had

crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept

watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus,

the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left.
39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the

temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot

save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.
43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And

the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

      45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the

ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying,  “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,  “My God, my

God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling

Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and

gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.



      51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and

the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep

were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared

to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the

earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    

 C Praise to You, O Christ.  

Apostle’s Creed, back cover of the hymnal

Hymn of the Day: 444   “No Tramp of Soldiers Marching Feet”   

Sermon 

Prayer of the Church

Offering 

Offertory  781, St. 1

Service of the Sacrament, p. 208ff

Distribution Hymns: 423  “Jesus Refuge of the Weary”

     425 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Closing Hymn 685      “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
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“The March to Calvary”

“[Christ Jesus] made himself nothing, 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the

point of death, even death on a cross.

Philippians 2:7-8
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